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adopts the Middle Path. Naturally the people of China
have a distrust of extremes. They are not fanatic in their
views. Religion is the one field where fanaticism easily
grows, but the Chinese religion is refreshingly free from it.
Chinese life is not soiled by the dust and smoke of acrimo-
nious religious controversy. For political reasons, there have
been persecutions but they never assumed the severity of
the religious wars of Europe or the horrors of the Inquisition.
The Chinese are not slaves to rigid dogmas, nor are they
deaf to the voice of human nature, its active reason and
generous feeling. Reason and good sense had a large
measure of success in banishing superstition and extrava-
gance from art, literature and religion. Even when they
discuss serious things, the Chinese have a sense of humour.
When Mo-Tzu considers the objection of those who believe
that the dead do not exist and so sacrifices to them are a
waste of time and food, he says: 'It is not waste at all even
admitting that there are no such things as spirits of the dead.
One might call it waste indeed, if the wine and so on were
merely poured into the gutter. But in point of fact, the
members of the family and friends in the village all get their
share, so that, at worst, sacrificing makes an excuse for
bringing people together and helps us to get on to better
terms with our neighbours.'1 Again, in 265 B.C., the wife
of the former ruler of Ch'in lay dying. She was greatly
attached to a stranger from the Wei State, and gave orders
that he was to be sacrificed at her funeral, in order that his
spirit might escort her beyond the grave. The stranger
from Wei was much upset, and a friend interviewed the
dying lady on his behalf, saying: *Do you believe that the

dead are conscious ?* "I do not think they are/ she said.....

"Then what possible good can it do you, great lady, that one
whom you loved in life should go with you into a state where
there is no consciousness ? If, on the other hand, the dead
.are conscious, a fine rage the late king will be in! "Here's
the queen," he will say, "who has been hovering between life
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